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Wall of Science

Peter Galison, Robb Moss
and Students

Science is both the most public and the most pri-
vate of activities. Since the early modern era, sci-
ence has laid claim to being knowledge defined by
its accessibility. Gone, in principle, were the secret
formulas of alchemy, knowledge that would be
forever hidden from view. Of course, that picture
was never quite right. Competitive secrecy, pro-
prietary secrecy, military secrecy - in many ways
the actual “doing” of science never obeyed the
simplistic picture of knowledge always on public
parade. Over the last few decades historians, soci-
ologists, anthropologists with their allies in many
other fields have begun to explore science as it is
made - as it emerges, step by awkward step
through a myriad of numbers, symbols, images,
experiments and models. Our medium has been
print, in all of its endless variations. But now that
we are, increasingly, interested in process, in the
materiality of science, we believe it is high time to
make use of digital technologies to explore the sci-
ence-making process where it is done: on labora-
tory floors and theorists’ blackboards and at scien-
tists’ field stations. For the last five years we have
been running a Harvard course, “Filming Science,”
that brings undergraduate and graduate students -
with cameras — into the workshops of science. On
this wall you will find a sample of the work of six
young scientifically oriented filmmakers as they
explore sites of science from a medical cyclotron
and a fish locomotion laboratory to a robotic cen-
ter and a mathematics lesson.

Neil Agarwal, Some /deas in Math, 2001, film, 2:568 min, film
still, © Neil Agarwal

Rajesh Kottamasu, Looking, 2003, film, 14:34 min, film still,
© Rajesh Kottamasu
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Abby Paske, Tom & Jen, 2003, film, 11:23 min, film still,
© Abby Paske

Hanna Rose Shell, Locomotion in Water, 2003, film, 8:02 min,
film still, © Hanna Rose Shell




David Rosenthal, Weapon to Fight Cancer: The Harvard
Cyclotron, 2001, film, 6:57 min, film still, © David Rosenthal
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Rebecca Wexler, Close to Human, 2003, film, 13:27 min,
film still, © Rebecca Wexler



